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TIMBER INDUSTRY, RESTRUCTURING 
Motion 

MR OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [4.30]:  I move - 

That this House calls on the Labor Government of this State to treat south west timber communities 
with fairness and compassion when restructuring the timber industry, in deliberations over the next 
forest management plan, and in particular, the allocation of timber resources to the industry and timber 
towns. 

This motion has been on the Notice Paper for some time and I am disturbed that it is still relevant today.  I 
thought that the Government would take further action to ameliorate the position in the south west.  It would be 
easy for the Government to amend this motion, so that it could praise itself for the actions it has taken, but there 
is little reason to praise anybody for the restructure of the timber industry in the south west of Western Australia.  
The economies of the towns of Manjimup and Pemberton are teetering on the edge of collapse.  Difficulties are 
being experienced by not only the timber industry, but also businesses associated with that industry and some 
rural industries.  The Minister for State Development is aware that those industries are experiencing some 
growing pains and cash-flow problems.  The collapse of any of those businesses would create great hardship in 
the lower south west.   

I remind members that a social and economic impact assessment was undertaken when the Regional Forest 
Agreement process was imposed on Western Australia by the Commonwealth Government.  It indicated 
significant impacts on the social fabric of those communities.  With the advent of a new Labor Government in 
Western Australia, the volume of jarrah was reduced by 55 per cent and karri by 82 per cent.  That would have 
caused even further social dislocation in the south west of Western Australia.  To this day, I have not seen a 
social and economic study on the impact of the State Government’s policies on the timber industry and its 
restructure.   

Under the former coalition Government, the logging of old-growth karri was to cease after 2003.  The previous 
Government had a strategy in place to address the supply of karri to the Pemberton mill and allocated $5 million 
towards the restructure of the industry in Pemberton, which was to help establish value-adding industries and 
create new jobs in that sector.  At the same time, a furniture manufacturer was ready to move to the old 
Manjimup canning company site, which is now owned by the Manjimup Apple Export Syndicate.  That business 
was to begin in the week following the state election and was to employ 85 people in the value-adding sector, 
which would have gone a long way to offset any job losses that occurred as a result of the RFA and the 
accelerated RFA decision on karri.  That decision meant that the volume of jarrah was to fall from 324 000 cubic 
metres to 286 000 cubic metres and karri from 170 000 cubic metres to 50 000 cubic metres.  The previous 
Government had a series of strategies in place to address that issue.  The new Labor Government’s policy has 
caused great uncertainty in the lower south west.   

An article in last week’s Manjimup-Bridgetown Times, following the federal election, said that an invitation from 
the Manjimup Shire Council to the Premier remained open.  The article said -  

MANJIMUP Shire Council is waiting to hear from the Premier Dr Geoff Gallop about an invitation for 
him to visit the Warren area.   

The invitation was on the basis it would benefit people to see Dr Gallop taking a personal interest in the 
area affected by closure of the timber industry. 

The newspaper covered other issues to which I will refer in a moment.   

What concerns me is that in the face of the great change that is occurring, the Government does not appear to be 
aggressively approaching different industries in an attempt to attract them to the south west to take up the jobs 
that will be lost in the timber industry.  Everyone knows that 54 jobs will go in Pemberton next week.  Some of 
those people are third and fourth generation timber workers.  John Curtin and John Scaddan must be turning in 
their graves.  Scaddan was the Premier who brought in the state saw mills and the state government railways, 
with the intention of creating secure jobs for workers.  John Curtin was the foundation president of the timber 
workers union in Victoria.  What the Labor Party is doing to timber workers in Western Australia is a great 
shame.  Most of those people -  

Mr Kucera:  They also supported the Midland railway workshops.  Who sold those? 

Mr OMODEI:  I referred to the advent of the government railways.  The state saw mills were also sold.  I do not 
think that had a major impact on employment in the area.  The important thing is that this Labor Government is 
putting out of work people who traditionally have been Labor supporters.  That is a real contrast.  It is not the 
Labor Party that is supporting workers, but the Liberal Party, which had strategies in place to address the 
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dislocation of that industry as it was scaled down.  That was always intended under the forest management plans 
and the timber strategy.  What is the Government doing to attract industry?  I would like the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage, the Minister for State Development or the Minister for the South West to indicate to 
the House and the people of the south west which industries are being approached to fill the void created by the 
changes in the south west.  I mentioned Inglewood Products Group, which was due to come to Manjimup post-
election.  Where is it now?  Another company, Lignor Pty Ltd, has an American franchise to reconstitute timber 
shavings into beams.  It is a major industry.  I understand that those companies have met with the Minister for 
State Development.  I have encouraged them.  I understand that the Forest Products Commission is in favour of 
attracting those industries.  Since the election there has been a further blow to the industry.  Marubeni Pty Ltd is 
no longer taking the hardwood chip out of the marri forests in Western Australia.  I note that the Greens (WA) 
have met that decision with great glee.  What it will really mean is that in the process of harvesting, a marri-karri 
forest will be turned over to a marri forest rather than karri.  That occurred under the clear-felling regime that 
existed with silvicultural management.   

The only money being spent in the south west at the moment is the money allocated by the previous Government 
to assist Whittakers Timber Products and to attract Stallwood Furniture, as part of its enterprise at Greenbushes, 
and the Nannup proposal, which was all but decided before the election.  I can recall very few other examples.  
There is also a cloud over the future of the Diamond chip-mill, with much of the blue gum to be chipped at the 
proposed Donnybrook mill.  The previous Government had discussions with a company about the creation of a 
new industry - a biosphere plant generating electricity to be pumped back into the grid.  Proposals for other new 
industries, such as flooring and eucalyptus oil, were put forward.  There were many proposals for the application 
of blue gum to new high-tech value adding.   

I refer to the volumes.  The excuse the Government has been using since it came to power is that those decisions 
are subject to the management plan.  A political rather than scientific decision was made to gut the timber 
industry in Western Australia.  A similar political decision can be made about the volumes of timber.  The 
Government is talking about 140 000 cubic metres of jarrah, which is a reduction of 55 per cent on the proposal 
under the scientific arrangements.  It is also talking about an 80-odd per cent reduction of karri.  I understand 
that the Minister for Forestry favours a volume of 180 000 cubic metres, and that much of the debate revolves 
around the one per cent that was to be reserved to meet the contracts.  The Government put aside 5 500 hectares 
of old-growth forest that could be logged or harvested to meet the contracts while the Government was making 
its decision.  The Labor Party went to the election on the basis of retaining that one per cent.  A decision has 
since been made to put that area into national parks.   

The moratorium areas - Leach, Palmer and Helms - contain 15 000 to 18 000 cubic metres, and the Government 
is still considering them for use in the industry.  An article in the local newspaper of 14 November is headlined 
“Bleak outlook for local karri mills”.  It refers also to jarrah, and states - 

The future of South West timber towns depended on applications by sawmill operators to the Forest 
Products Commission for timber in the next month, WA Forest Industries Federation spokesman Bob 
Pearce said on Monday.   

Members opposite will know Bob Pearce, a former Labor Minister for the Environment.  It continues -  

Mr Pearce said many operators would miss out on timber, leaving up to 1000 people in the Perth area 
and South West without jobs by March, equating to about half the industry.   

The survival of Manjimup, Pemberton and Northcliffe would depend on which applications for timber 
were successful.   

Sawmills have until December 4 to lodge applications for the quota.  

The Government has adopted a “picking winners” rather than a pro rata scheme.  Under that scheme, if the 
Government picks winners with increased volumes and the number of mills stays the same, some people will 
have no timber.  Those businesses will die and families will be dislocated.  They will lose a lot of money.  The 
article also refers to Australian Workers Union south west organiser Nick Oaks.  Nick Oaks is the president of 
the Bridgetown-Greenbushes Shire and was the Labor Party candidate who stood against me in the 1996 
election.  The article states -  

Of more concern was why the Government had not released reports on the conservation value of 
regrowth forest blocks under moratorium.   

“In the whole scheme of things last week’s decision to retain the last remaining old-growth forests isn’t 
a huge challenge for the industry - 

That is the 5 500 hectares to which I referred.  It continues -  
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“What is more critical to the future of our industry and to places like Deanmill is the question of why 
the Government is apparently sitting on the report about the moratorium blocks?   

“Opening these areas would put about 12,000 to 15,000 cubic metres back into production forest and 
that is more critical to the industry at the moment.” 

Those comments were made by people who have been closely affiliated with the Labor Party for a long time.  
What they say is commonsense.  If those moratorium blocks were opened, the 140 000 cubic metres of jarrah the 
Government is predicting would increase to 155 000 cubic metres, close to the figure the Minister for Forestry is 
keen to achieve.   

Timber Communities Australia has written to both the Minister for the Environment and the Premier about the 
timber volumes, the moratorium areas and the one per cent of old-growth forest that has been reserved.  I provide 
the House with an idea of the mood of the community.  The Government released a statement on Friday, 7 
September 2001 announcing the future jarrah allocation.  The Government said that it would assess and allocate 
the future resource through a request-for-proposals system.  The Manjimup Shire President issued a statement in 
response -  

“It’s an insult to try and lead us into believing there will be new job opportunities in sawmilling and 
downstream processing from this system”.   

“No-one is going to be lulled into thinking that there is security in any industry if this is the way the 
Government is going to act”.   

“Some small sawmillers will not be able to afford to employ a consultant to develop a proposal and so I 
trust there will be some financial assistance available for those people”.  

Responses to questions asked by Hon Peter Foss during the estimates debates make it clear that 82 applications 
for business exit have been received.  Of those, 42 have been from sawmills.  That means that 40 other 
businesses attached to the industry have applied for exit.  Fifteen offers have been made to businesses and 13 to 
sawmills.  It is of great concern that 82 businesses in the lower south west are thinking about walking away.  
Next week, 54 employees at Pemberton - one-third of the breadwinners - will be put out of work.  They harvest 
and mill the most recyclable and environmentally friendly product in the world.  Timber is the most renewable of 
all resources because it will grow again.   

Mr Barnett:  How many will be affected? 

Mr OMODEI:  One hundred people are employed at the mill, and the logging and other businesses attached to 
the industry must also be considered.  It is evident from the number of people applying for business exit that 
many believe the writing is on the wall.  A generation of people whose fathers were saw-filers, saw-hammerers 
and machinery operators and who have themselves spent their lives in the timber industry will disappear from 
the scene.  They will be forced to make a decision about whether they will stay in Pemberton with a redundancy 
payment that will last until the middle of next year or go on the dole, which is $380 a fortnight.  It is not a bright 
future.   

I return to the actions of the Government.  Scant has been done about these issues.  I have raised in this 
Parliament the issue of the budget and the funds allocated for business exit and industry restructure in Western 
Australia.  The Government has promised $26.5 million for its business exit program.  Of that, $15 million is to 
come from the Commonwealth, $5 million has been allocated by the Minister for State Development for any 
industry assistance, $5 million is to be allocated to the Pemberton mill sometime in the future, as stated in the 
Labor Party’s policy, and $2.5 million is for the running of the industry restructure office in Manjimup.  We are 
already $1.5 million in the red; and 82 business have registered interest in exiting the industry.  

Mr Board:  What about businesses that are not directly associated with the industry but which, as a result of the 
lack of resources in the town, will also close?  They are excluded. 

Mr OMODEI:  They are some of the businesses about which I am talking.  For example, the draper in Manjimup 
is closing his business after 30 years.  

People might ask whether the draper is directly related to the timber industry.  To qualify for the business exit 
grant, people must derive more than 50 per cent of their income from people involved in the timber industry.  I 
have done my best to put people who have come to me in contact with ministers and bureaucrats who might 
assist them.  On a weekly basis people who are at the point of walking away come through my door. 

Mr Barnett:  If someone has a cafe with maybe 25 per cent of its trade from timber workers, and they have lost 
their jobs, and that 25 per cent loss of trade causes him to close, he would not qualify. 
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Mr OMODEI:  Yes, that is a fact.  Warren Inn, for example, has just changed hands because the person who 
owned it before has walked away.  There is the reverse multiplier effect of the uncertainty.  I would have thought 
that it would be very easy for someone in the Government to say what the Government intends to spend.  We 
hear about $123 million to be spent over four years.  Divided by four, that amounts to $30-odd million, but I 
cannot find that allocation in the budget.  Surely a bureaucrat somewhere can indicate that so much money will 
come from the state development fund, so much from the South West Development Commission, so much from 
the regional development fund and so on, to be allocated and spent in whatever fashion.  Let us make it clear and 
put the cards on the table, so people in the lower south west know exactly where they are heading. 

I have seen figures from a lady who sells wool, fabrics and craft in the Manjimup area.  Her husband was the 
manager of the mill at Nannup.  He is still working in the timber industry as an ordinary worker.  Her income has 
dropped from $179 000 in 1997 to $30 000 this year. 

Mr Board:  That is turnover, is it? 

Mr OMODEI:  Yes.  That is how much it has dropped.  At one stage when the timber industry was in its heyday 
the engineering works employed 130 people.  Labor supporters might be interested to know that of the 130 
people it employed, 30 were apprentices.  They were being trained in fitting, turning, boilermaking and so on.  
How many people are left in that engineering works today?  There are 10.  The week after the state election, the 
overall input into that organisation dropped by 40 per cent.  The writing was well and truly on the wall for those 
people.  They are major employers in the town and have been in business for 50 years.  What is happening in my 
town is a tragedy. 

People go to the restructure office and their next port of call is my office.  My electorate officer deserves a medal 
for the amount of counselling that she gives people.  She counsels wives of fellows who are rugged individuals 
involved in logging, road making and bulldozer driving, and who now must sell all their plant and equipment 
and apply for worker assistance.  Many of them do not fit the criteria because they were not actively involved in 
the timber industry for a year or whatever period.  To the credit of the people who are handling their cases, in 
many incidents they have been flexible to the extent of at least allowing those people to qualify for the business 
exit grant.  People with 30 or 40 years experience with heavy machinery and those involved in all those active 
businesses related to the timber industry are leaving the town. 

Manjimup was once a thriving town which lived off the providores to the timber and agricultural industries.  I 
will give members a direct example.  I am sure that the owner of the mill would not object to my using this 
example.  The fellow ran for a party in the last state election.  The letter is written to the Leader of the 
Opposition, but I am sure that members of the Labor Party will have received it.  The letter is from Middlesex 
Mill Pty Ltd, and it reads - 

Re:  Economic facts not Perhaps or Maybe. 

In the continuing debate, following the state governments decision to stop logging in old growth forests, 
genuine facts are hard to come by.   

However, if as a result of that decision it proves to be no longer viable for Middlesex Mill to remain in 
business then the Manjimup economy will be One Million, Two Hundred and Nine Thousand, Seven 
Hundred and Twenty Five Dollars worse off, AND THAT’S A FACT.  That’s next year and for year 
succeeding year, without any allowance for business growth or inflation.   

Middlesex Mill is just one of several timber mills, in the Shire of Manjimup, that may be forced to 
cease trading.  How many new businesses or tourists do you think it will take to fill that gap? 

He then lists the businesses at which he spends his money.  Under “maintenance” the list is “Manjimup Motors, 
Elders Ltd, Manjimup Trading, Adam Bros, Southwest Sharpening, Manjimup Stockfeeds, Manjimup Tyre 
Mart, Unique Bandsaws . . . Warren Fencing, Muirs Wreckers, East’s Hardware”.  Under “repairs - sundries” the 
list is “Nev’s Steel, Manjimup Automotive, Cutts Engineering, Manjimup Tyre Power, Muirs Manjimup”, and it 
goes on.  I will not read them all because it will take me too long.  He seeks repairs and sundries from at least 20 
different businesses.  Under “services” are Telstra, his accountant, his lawyer, the banks, Australia Post, Western 
Power, the chemist, the veterinary clinic, the medical centre, transport companies and a whole range of others.  
Four different companies supply him with fuel and oil.  Under “taxes - charges” he lists forest products, 
transport, State Government, federal Government, the Shire of Manjimup, primary industry and the goods and 
services tax.  That is one small family industry.  Back in the 1980s he came to me because he could not get 
enough logs from the Department of Conservation and Land Management.  He is innovative and has looked at 
new ways of cutting timber and adding value to it.  He is 51 years of age and has a wife and five children; at the 
moment he is in a state of collapse. 
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The main mill in Northcliffe was Rudd’s sawmill, which has been coerced out of the industry because it has a 
significant volume of karri.  Rudd’s sawmill employed 15 people in Northcliffe, which involved 15 families.  It 
was to be part of the nucleus of the proposed Northcliffe cluster.  A range of small millers were to get their heads 
together, work at the old Bunnings’ site and add value to their product.  The proposal was good and received a 
grant from the federal Government.  It would probably have had a good chance of getting an allocation of 
timber.  Mr Rudd has seen the writing on the wall and has taken the business exit offer. 

I do not think the Government understands that in the middle of next year, unless at least two or three significant 
new businesses start up in Manjimup and Pemberton, the towns will be in dire straits economically and from the 
impact on families and children.  To add insult to injury, the Government has already removed a transportable 
building from the Pemberton District High School and is proposing to remove a further transportable building 
from Nannup District High School.  When the coalition was in government, it was our policy to ensure that 
physical and human resources were retained in schools pending the restructure of the timber industry. 

Mr Barnett:  We committed to rebuilding the Manjimup Primary School. 

Mr OMODEI:  Yes, by the beginning of 2004.  I have made a couple of grievances in this Parliament to the 
Minister for Education and the Premier on these matters.  The Minister for Education told me that he was being 
briefed that afternoon, but when the parents and citizens association president and his offsider came to talk to the 
minister a couple of weeks ago, he did not know what they were talking about.  There is a strong rumour that 
school construction has been put off until at least 2006.  I want some answers.  I have not been overly critical of 
the Government.  I am very conscious that it is difficult for a Government to concede to requests from a member 
of the Opposition if he is coming along with one hand out and beating the Government over the head with the 
other one.  I have deliberately chosen not to do that, but I am getting close to cracking point, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  If the Government thinks that last Thursday night was an aberration, I have a little more for it to think 
about if this is the way we are to continue to do business in this place. 

I want to talk for a moment about the timber resource.  In the upper House estimates debate the Liberal 
spokesman for forests asked a number of questions about the resource.  There was a commitment by the 
Government to stop logging old-growth forest.  A large amount of the resource, which is regenerated forest, is 
going into national parks.  The Government has no mandate for that.  Apart from the fact that 37 per cent of the 
vote is not a mandate, there has been a massive grab for forests.  The day after the election - before the Cabinet 
was even sworn in - the Forest Products Commission stopped people logging in Mattaband 10, where it was 
halfway through cutting an old-growth forest that was 100 kilometres from civilisation, and moved on to Collins 
block, which was 10 kilometres from Pemberton - five minutes drive from Pemberton - to cut young timber.  It 
does my argument no good to suggest that this issue has been handled the wrong way around.  We are cutting 
timber - young forest - that is on the doorstep of Pemberton, which should be the national parks of tomorrow in 
Treen Brook, Big Brook, Channybearup and Collins; and we are leaving timber that is 100 kilometres away that, 
when all the dust settles, nobody will go near because it is a 60 or 70-minute drive from the tourist towns.  What 
are we doing?  We are cutting timber on the doorstep of what is supposed to be a tourist attraction. 

Mr McRae:  What value do you place on biodiversity? 

Mr OMODEI:  My mate, the member for Riverton, should know that there is so much forest in reserve in the 
south west that biodiversity has been protected a dozen times over.  The member has only to read the scientific 
reports.  Formerly, the Department of Conservation and Land Management ensured that forests were protected, 
but now it is done by the Conservation Commission.  That goes right back to Lane Poole when the first national 
parks were set aside.   

Mr McRae:  The reason I asked was that you talked about the old-growth forest being of less value in some 
ways.  

Mr OMODEI:  I did not say that they were of less value.  I said that old-growth forest that is 100 kilometres 
away from a tourist town could be logged.  Something like 400 000 hectares of old-growth forest is already in 
reserve; it is not necessary to reserve the whole lot.  The member for Riverton talks about biodiversity, but the 
description of high conservation forest will mean anything the Greens (WA) want to think about this week.   

What has been happening this week?  The Greens have been chaining themselves to forests in Barragup and 
trying to stop logging in Darradup.  These are not old-growth forest areas.  They have been cut a number of 
times.  The Labor Party can make a decision tomorrow without worrying about the Greens.  How do members 
opposite think the Greens will vote?  If the Minister for the Environment and Heritage makes a decision 
tomorrow on those moratorium blocks of Leach, Palmer and Helms, does she think the Greens will go rushing 
off and vote for the Liberal Party or the National Party?  I think not.  It is time that the Government showed a 
little commonsense.   
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I was interested, when I picked up the newspaper the other day, to read an article in The Australian of 19 
November by Frank Devine.  The article is headed “Beware of Canberra’s pink-bellied mugwump”.  I do not 
know whether other members have read it.  He talks about the “primal Greens” and refers to them “combining 
sanctimonious tree worship with ruthlessness”.  The article continues -  

I last saw the primals - 

This is where it is relevant to my patch of Western Australia - 

on the march a year or so ago - well, on the four-wheel-drive, really, with a pleasant overnight stay - 
from prosperous parts of Perth to the grandly forested south-western region of Western Australia.   

Their purpose was to demonstrate for an end to all forestry in the area.  They showed a chilling 
indifference to the fact that this would put an end to the rugged little timber towns that enhanced the 
great beauty of their surroundings, as most useful human development does . . . The end of jobs and the 
uprooting of families, many in their third generation as timber millers and citizens of the rugged little 
towns, seemed of no concern. 

The article goes on - 

The West Australian Greens conceded a little taking of timber for local cottage industry, furniture-
making and the carving of objets d’art, requiring, I would guess, an annual tree and providing 
employment for about 11.   

The article goes on - 

The government has a couple of years to go before the ruin of the little towns becomes universally 
visible.  Anchored in a conviction of revealed virtue, the balance holders and their supporters seem 
unlikely to relent.   

It goes on to say, “Bye-bye, Pemberton.  Bye-bye Manjimup”.  

The Government has been in power now for 10 months.   

Ms Sue Walker:  Too long! 

Mr OMODEI:  It is long enough.  The Government has had more than enough time.  The Government needs to 
be out there with the government departments that have been set up to assist industry to aggressively approach 
and attract people to the lower south west, before we see major dislocation of the people in that area.  We have 
saved the old-growth forest.  The Labor Party has claimed the credit for that.  Where are all the tourists?  The 
collapse of Ansett Australia has resulted in the cash flows of half our tourist bureaus drying up.  They are in dire 
straits.  When I was the Minister for Forest Products, a decision was made to put in place a strategy to assist the 
Pemberton timber mill with an allocation of $5 million.  It probably would have taken more to turn the mill over 
to value adding.  At the same time we were going to turn the old country club into a business incubator to teach 
people fine woodcraft, woodwork and furniture manufacture.  The Government agreed by a cabinet decision to 
buy the old country club for $700 000.  That was going to be allocated to a new sports venue - a $2.5 million 
venture.  Straight after the election I contacted Treasury officials.  Two Treasury officials told me that the funds 
would be allocated to either the Department of Sport and Recreation or the South West Development 
Commission.  I thought that was a good thing.  I have found in the past few weeks that the $700 000 was not 
transferred before the end of the financial year and, therefore, according to government sources, it is no longer in 
the budget.  That means that the whole $2.5 million sport and recreation project in Pemberton is in jeopardy.  I 
understand from a letter from the Minister for Education that a cabinet minute was to be resubmitted to Cabinet 
on that $700 000.  I do not want to have to beg ministers opposite, but for God’s sake, can they please find that 
money so the people in Pemberton can see some bricks and mortar on the ground to at least lift their morale?  
The federal Government has done its part by allocating $600 000. 

Mr Kucera:  Can you at least give us a little credit for completing the two new health services down there?   

Mr OMODEI:  Come on!  Does the Minister for Health want a little credit for completing the health services in 
Manjimup and Pemberton when that was done under the previous Government?   

Mr Kucera:  They were completed; the money was there.  The member should give a little credit when it is due. 

Mr OMODEI:  I do not want the Minister for Health to tell me that.  The federal money came from the budget of 
the Minister for Forestry and Conservation, Senator Ian Macdonald, and had already been allocated and 
committed.   

I will refer to the health facilities in the Manjimup, Pemberton and Nannup areas.  I will not let the Minister for 
Health get away with that comment; those buildings were completed under the coalition Government.  
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Mr Kucera:  We had the good grace to include you in the openings and give you credit.  

Mr OMODEI:  The only thing that the Minister for Health has done for which I will give him credit is that he 
included me in the opening of those facilities.  I respect and welcomed that decision and I was proud to stand in 
front of the people of Pemberton and Nannup to open those facilities.  The minister should not tell me that the 
Labor Party had any part in funding those facilities.   

I will mention quickly another project of concern to me.  Hon Carmen Lawrence, the then Minister for 
Education, opened the old Pemberton school 10 years ago this week.  The school community invited both Hon 
Carmen Lawrence and the Minister for Education to open the new school.  I spoke to the minister last week.  He 
said he had not received a written invitation.  I have a letter that was posted to him on Friday, 17 August, 
extending an invitation to attend the celebration on 30 November.  It also refers to Carmen Lawrence doing the 
official opening.   

I am not getting many good messages from the Government.  Why does the Premier not come to Manjimup with 
a package of goods to resurrect the community?  Surely it is not too hard.  If the Government were to defer the 
southern railway corridor for a year, it would have $100 million or more to spend.  The bus system will pick up 
the people of Mandurah and Rockingham.  They live in Labor seats anyway - they will not vote for us.   

I rest my case.  This is a very important issue.  The Government has had a long time to address these issues in 
the south west of Western Australia, but very little progress has been made.  I remind the Government that 82 
businesses have registered for business exit grants.  Why?  It is because there is nothing for them to hang on to.  
The Government must provide a future for them.  

MR MASTERS (Vasse) [5.14 pm]:  I support the motion.  I will refer to two related and important issues before 
I delve into the substance of the debate.  The first point relates to an interjection by the member for Riverton 
about biodiversity.  The member for Riverton and I are members of a parliamentary standing committee.  I 
acknowledge him as intelligent, capable, good looking and honourable.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr MASTERS:  Has the member heard of Batalling forest? 

Mr McRae:  No.  

Mr MASTERS:  What about Perup forest? 

Mr McRae:  Of course I have. 

Mr MASTERS:  What about Julimar forest? 

Mr McRae:  No. 

Mr MASTERS:  And the Dryandra forest?   

Mr McRae:  Yes.   

Mr MASTERS:  Two out of four is not a bad strike rate.  Those forests are among the highest-rating faunal 
biodiversity forests in Western Australia, and arguably the highest-rating faunal ecosystems in the State.  They 
have all been heavily logged.  Until the Western Shield program was introduced eight or nine years ago, 
Dryandra forest was the only significant home for a number of rare and endangered animals, in particular our 
state faunal emblem - the numbat or banded anteater.  Those forests, along with many others, have been heavily 
logged, but they also have great biodiversity.   

The member for Warren-Blackwood mentioned logging a forest five minutes’ drive from Pemberton versus 
logging a forest 100 kilometres away.  Biodiversity was not necessarily an issue in deciding whether logging 
should occur.   

My second point - again, I will direct my comments to the member for Riverton -  

Mr McRae:  Are you trying to intimidate me? 

Mr MASTERS:  I am not trying to; I would not have a smile on my face if I were doing that.  At what point on a 
biodiversity scale ranging from one to 10 would the member place jarrah and karri forests compared with other 
ecosystems in Western Australia, such as the Eneabba or Badgingarra heathlands or the mallees and heathlands 
of the wheatbelt? 

Dr Edwards:  Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.  

Mr MASTERS:  I am talking about biodiversity as determined by the minister’s departmental staff.  This 
involves the species of plant, animals and so on. 

Mr McRae:  You know there is no clear answer to that.   
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Mr MASTERS:  That is why I suggested a scale from one to 10 and asked the member to place those four 
ecosystems on it.  

Mr McRae:  That depends on the type of diversity, the other species in the ecosystem, the level of threat they are 
under and so on.  All those issues come into play when making that assessment.  Off the top of my head, I cannot 
give an answer.  

Mr MASTERS:  It is a difficult question to answer without undertaking research.  Coincidentally, I have done 
that research.  Let us assume a scale of biodiversity prior to European settlement; in which case, the qualifiers 
the member has suggested would not be relevant.  I suggest that, on a scale of one to 10, karri forests might be a 
one; jarrah forests might be a two; the midlands heathlands might be about a four or five; and the mallees and 
heathlands of the wheatbelt would be a nine or 10.   

It is important to understand the reality when the Greens (WA) talk about biodiversity and the need to stop 
development in our south west forests.  If we are looking for a way to establish priorities for government action, 
expenditure of taxpayers’ funds and so on, we must acknowledge that jarrah and karri rate lowly on the 
biodiversity scale.  Many other ecosystems rate much more highly.  I emphasise that I am not saying that we 
should not retain old-growth jarrah and karri forests.  They are valuable to tourism, the production of timber, the 
production and protection of water and so on.   

People have pointed the finger at the member for Warren-Blackwood for not paying enough attention to 
biodiversity because perhaps his judgment is clouded by the impact on people as a result of the reduction in 
activity in the timber industry.  I remind members that the biodiversity of the jarrah and karri forests is relatively 
low.  

Mr McRae:  I was not challenging his assessment.  I was genuinely asking a question about the relative 
biodiversity of a previously logged area five kilometres from the town versus the biodiversity of an unlogged or 
old-growth area 100 kilometres away.  I was simply asking whether biodiversity should be a consideration.  

Mr MASTERS:  I am sure that is a valid comment and that the member for Warren-Blackwood would not place 
a zero or low value on biodiversity issues.  However, he is pleading with this Government to place a high - 
although not superior - value on the social and economic impact on the residents of the south west timber 
communities over the next few years as the ban on old-growth logging bites.  

I thank the Minister for the Environment for sitting in on this debate.  I have said before and I will say it again, 
because it is a message that this Government and the broader community of Western Australia must hear: we 
cannot protect old-growth forests simply by ceasing logging.  The environmental movement understands that but 
it is not saying much about it.  The threats facing the forests of the south west are numerous, pervasive and 
serious.  Arguably, fire is one of the greatest threats to old-growth and other forests.  Without appropriate 
management - including its use to manage and protect the human and natural values of the region - fire will 
cause significant damage to old-growth and other forests in the south west.  Jarrah forests and, to a lesser degree, 
karri forests, face threats from introduced organisms, in particular, fungi.  The phytophthora fungus destroys 
jarrah and a wide range of understorey species, and armillaria and other fungi impact severely on karri forests.  
There is also a range of weeds and feral animals that are eating the wildlife.   

I also want to let the minister know, and I am sure she understands, that all the human interference that occurs in 
our forests - for example, the hunting or deliberate release of pigs in the south west, the impact of tourism, and 
the removal of timber that is lying on the forest floor by people who need firewood for their home during the 
winter - has the potential over time to cause significant damage to our forests.  To just say there will be no more 
logging and think the job is done, and to sit back and take the kudos, is selling our forests very short.  It is very 
important that over the next three years, the Government addresses this issue as seriously as possible. 

In addressing this motion, it is logical to ask why the member for Vasse is talking about fairness and compassion 
for timber communities.  The reality is that Busselton is a surprisingly important timber community, even though 
these days, because of a range of other activities that have created economic opportunities and employment in 
the Busselton area, only 150 to 250 people in that community are directly employed in the timber industry.  
Jensen Jarrah, which manufactures outdoor jarrah furniture, has an annual turnover of between $10 million and 
$12 million and employs about 80 people full time.  K.D. Power Sawmilling Co employs between 20 and 30 
people.  Whiteland Milling, which is on the other side of the road from the K.D. Power timber mill, currently 
employs 15 people, but that number is expected to drop; and I will explain the reasons in a moment.  J.A. House 
Sawmilling Pty Ltd employs between five and eight people.  The proprietor of that mill, Jim House, is an uncle 
of Hon Barry House, who is an upper House member for the South West Region.  Another mill that is on Bussell 
Highway leading into town and that used to be called Monier’s Batten Mill - I am not sure whether it has had a 
name change -  
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Mr Dean:  Do you know that in 1923, 800 men were employed to cut timber in the area between Busselton and 
Nannup?   

Mr MASTERS:  I have no doubt. 

Mr Dean:  Times change.   

Mr MASTERS:  Yes, but I am talking about the way in which times change and the ability of the Government of 
the day to affect that change.  The member for Warren-Blackwood and I are not saying that the Government 
should go back to 9 February and pretend it did not win the election and ban the logging of old-growth forest.  
We are saying that it is within the Government’s power to ensure that fairness and compassion are foremost in its 
mind and in the mind of individual ministers when decisions are made about the allocation of timber and the 
future of timber communities.   

Harris Wood Machining, which produces high quality jarrah furniture, employs between five and 10 people in 
my electorate.  We also need to consider the ancillary jobs, such as the people who fell the timber, the 
Department of Conservation and Land Management employees, and the people who transport the logs to the 
timber mills to allow them to create value adding and employment.  If those jobs are added to the approximately 
150 people who are employed in the milling game; that makes between 150 and 200 people who are employed in 
the timber industry in my electorate.   

The future of each of the mills that I have mentioned is very different.  Max Jensen started his business by seeing 
an opportunity to take the small pieces of dressed jarrah that Bunnings Forest Products could not use and was 
stockpiling and turn them into what is now some of the best outdoor furniture in the world.  It would be fair to 
say that Max was very disappointed last year when he was unsuccessful in securing the tender from Bunnings for 
the purchase of the Nannup Sawmill.  However, without letting out any secrets, I know Max is very confident 
about the direction in which the timber industry is going, provided the Government uses not just fairness and 
compassion but also commonsense in allocating timber over the next few months. 

Mr Dean:  His fortunes are not based on the ebb and flow of the native timber industry in Western Australia but 
have more to do with the export industry in California in the United States. 

Mr MASTERS:  That is partly correct.  However, if Jensen Jarrah cannot get the raw materials, it will have no 
export industry.  It is very difficult to call Jensen Jarrah outdoor furniture by that name if that furniture is made 
from pine or red gum. 

Mr Dean:  That is the type of industry that we are trying to encourage. 

Mr MASTERS:  The member needs to understand that this Government is creating uncertainties for businesses 
such as Jensen Jarrah.  That company will survive in the future and will continue to expand in a way that is 
consistent with its recent history, but it has had to lay off about 10 workers because of the 11 September terrorist 
attacks in the United States of America, which have dented many aspects of consumer spending in that country.  
The United States is now in recession, and Jensen Jarrah has wound back its activities to ensure that it will be in 
a sound financial position to cope with whatever may come out of the United States in the next few months.  
Max Jensen wants his company to be in a viable position when the timber industry gets back on its feet, and 
when the member for Bunbury’s not unreasonable hopes and aspirations for a timber industry that is based on 
downstream processing and value adding are met.  However, there is still uncertainty.   

[Leave granted for the member’s time to be extended.] 

Mr MASTERS:  I do not know a great deal about the K.D. Power timber mill.  However, I know that Neil 
Whiteland, the proprietor of Whiteland Milling, is extremely concerned about his future.  He currently has an 
allocation of 20 000 cubic metres of second and third-grade logs.  He has resisted the temptation to sell his 
offcuts and otherwise unusable timber to Simcoa Operations Pty Ltd, because he believes he is providing a major 
service to people in the south west by supplying that timber as firewood.  For decades the south west timber 
communities have been using firewood for room heating and also, although now to a lesser degree, for cooking.  
Neil could virtually double his money if he were to sell his firewood to Simcoa.  However, the several hundred 
people who depend on his business for firewood would then have nowhere else to go, or they would have to pay 
many times more than they are paying now.  The reason Neil is prepared to forgo that income from Simcoa is 
that in recent years he has invested $600 000 or $700 000 on drying kilns so that he can add value to his timber 
resource.  However, he now has great uncertainty about his future. 

House’s timber mill is an old and very small operation.  I have suggested to other people that because that mill is 
dependent on manual labour rather than automation, it would make an ideal tourist mill.  I do not think that idea 
has been taken any further, but it is up to Jim, as the owner and proprietor of that operation, to decide how he 
will tackle the future.  With a log allocation of only a few hundred cubic metres for six months of the year, when 
the tourists are in the south west, House’s mill could be a genuine tourist attraction in the south west showing 
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how timber was milled in past years.  Monier’s Batten mill - if that is its correct name - may have already closed.  
It was producing structural timbers from karri and some months ago it was told that it would receive no more 
karri.  I believe they had a wake a few weeks ago and the doors may have already closed with the loss of 10 or 
15 jobs.   

Why am I concerned about Busselton when Jensen Jarrah has a secure future and the timber industry provides 
only a small proportion of the employment opportunities in the area?  The reality is that other major employers 
in the Busselton area at the moment, namely in the areas of viticulture and tourism, are not doing all that well.  
Viticulture had a significant growth spurt last year and the year before, but now the financial commitment being 
made by outside investors into viticulture in Busselton, and I suspect in other areas of the south west, has 
flattened out while people wait for the grapevines to grow to the stage where they can produce wines in great 
quantities that can be sold at reasonable prices to justify further expenditure.  The viticulture industry is going 
through a two to four-year flat spot.  However, tourism is even worse at the moment.  Contrary to what many 
people believe, most tourism jobs in the south west are part time or seasonal, and are paid at relatively low rates.  
Tourism is not the saviour of timber communities or the Australian economy that members opposite would have 
us believe.  To give an example, I quote from a letter dated 5 November 2001 from the Cape Naturaliste Tourism 
Association - 

The Australian Tourism Commission estimates a drop of around 20% in forecast earnings for the year 
ending 31 December, 2001. 

That quote was based on an article in the Business Review Weekly dated 11-17 October 2001.  It would be 
interesting to see whether that forecast drop of 20 per cent has increased in recent weeks, considering what I am 
hearing about the low numbers of passengers on many Ansett Australia flights and the ongoing unease in 
consumers’ minds about whether they should spend money on domestic or overseas holidays or whether they 
should have any holidays.  The message that I want to get through to members is that, at the moment, tourism is 
flat in Busselton, and it may get significantly flatter over the next few months or two or three years.  The 
Government believes that it will be a relatively easy or straightforward task to turn timber industry jobs into 
tourism jobs.  As much as I would love to agree with that, I must disagree because reality indicates otherwise. 

I want to bring a little reality to the debate on tourism and ask everybody to consider what exactly is tourism.  
Most people think that tourism and the jobs that it creates are related to accommodation providers, tourist 
attractions like the Busselton jetty, Lake Cave and other caves in the south west and the vineyards and so on.  
However, tourism is far more than that.  It includes the restaurants that do not have many customers for six to 
eight months of the year when tourists are not in the south west.  Therefore, they rely on local people to keep 
them going over the quiet times until visitors come down in the tourist season, which lasts four to six months at 
the most.  Tourism also provides employment in places like fishing tackle shops, shoe shops, grocery stores and 
supermarkets.  All the things that we do when we live in our communities are also done by tourists when they 
are on holiday in the south west.  At the moment a flatness is apparent in employment in viticulture and tourism.  
If we take 100 to 150 jobs away from a place like Busselton, and if, at the end of the day, the only business left 
standing is Jensen Jarrah, tourism as a whole will suffer.  However, the Busselton community will suffer more 
than people in this place, government advisers and the green movement would have us believe. 

I am greatly disturbed to learn that the timber allocation submissions close next month and no decision will be 
made until February as to which timber milling operations will be offered timber allocations.  One might think 
that it is okay that they have to wait until only February next year, which is 12 months since the change of 
government.  A year in the overall scheme of things is no big deal.  However, as Neil Whiteland has pointed out, 
if a timber mill does not like the offer it is given - I do not mean that it does not like the people who make the 
offer - and if it does not believe it has been given a timber allocation sufficient to enable it to be economically 
viable, then it must make another submission for an exit package.  Therefore, someone like Neil Whiteland, or 
Whiteland Milling, must get his submission in by 4 December and wait until February.  I hope I am wrong, but I 
suspect it will be March or April before he hears whether he has an allocation and whether it is sufficient to 
allow him to survive.  If the mill believes that the allocation is not sufficient to enable it to survive, it must 
prepare another submission within 30 days - that takes it out to May - and it might be two to four months before 
it hears whether it has been given an exit package that makes economic sense. 

We have a long way to go in this process, and it is not over until the fat lady sings.  As the member for Warren-
Blackwood has pointed out, the restructuring process has brought real and severe uncertainty to south west 
communities.  Neil Whiteland is not confident that he will get the 8 000 cubic metres of second and third grade 
logs - roughly equivalent to 9 000 cubic metres of whole bole logs - for which he is asking.  If he does not get 
that allocation, he will be forced to apply for an exit package.  However, the indications to date are that 
government advisers are looking at the timber mills in the south west and are saying, “Okay, we believe timber 
mill No 1 has assets worth $1 million.  Its exit package would have been $2 million, but we will remove 
$1 million from it so the exit package payment will now be $1 million.”  The clear indication at the moment is 
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that there is a gross overvaluation of timber mill assets and Neil Whiteland believes, based on information he has 
received, that if he were given an exit package he would be forced to leave the industry with equipment that no-
one would want to buy, because between 60 and 70 mills will be closing down over the next few months and 
years.  He will be left with a significant debt that he will have no way of clearing.  I do not know what the 
solution is other than the Government undertaking that, if it can be convinced an attempt was made to sell the 
assets for a fair and reasonable price, and that price could not be obtained, it will increase the size of the exit 
package to compensate for the difference between the estimated value of the assets and the price obtained for 
them.  When the Government decides how to allocate its timber after 4 December, it should use three very 
important criteria: history in the industry, employment and recovery of timber.  Many of the businesses have 
been in the industry for many years.  It is important that the Government recognises the timber mills that have a 
long history of involvement, as they understand the industry better than most.  The companies that have done the 
right thing in the past should be rewarded.  The companies that have made railway sleepers from first-grade 
logs - which is a crime - should not be rewarded with timber allocations.  For various reasons, some businesses 
will employ far more people for each cubic metre of log allocation than others.  For many south west timber 
communities, particularly those in the electorate of Warren-Blackwood, employment must be considered as very 
important.  I am told that large automated mills recover 30 per cent of the timber as a salable, value-added 
product if they are lucky, whereas small manual-operated mills can recover up to 46 per cent of timber contained 
in logs.  The Government should look at the recovery issue as much as any other.  Compassion and fairness are 
two things that must be assessed properly by the Government. 

DR WOOLLARD (Alfred Cove) [5.41 pm]:  I congratulate the Government on saving areas of old-growth 
forest, which is in keeping with its election promise.  The motion before the House states - 

That this House calls on the Labor Government of this State to treat south west timber communities 
with fairness and compassion when restructuring the timber industry, in deliberations over the next 
forest management plan, and in particular, the allocation of timber resources to the industry and timber 
towns. 

The motion reads like a motherhood statement that both sides of the House would support.  Everyone is aware 
that over the past 20 years, the number of people employed in the forest timber industry has decreased.  Now that 
the Government has given a commitment to stop logging in the old-growth forests and to support the plantation 
timber industry, there will be an increase in employment in this area.  I remind the Government that its policy 
document entitled “Protecting our old-growth forests” states - 

Labor is committed to the full protection of all our remaining old-growth and high conservation value 
forests and will take a holistic approach to forest policy: incorporating forest protection and 
management; new jobs for timber workers; timber industry assistance; the plantation industry; 
ecotourism; and the restructuring of CALM. 

The Labor Party has developed a timber industry assistance program and a worker assistance program.  To 
implement its policy, Labor said that it would - 

complete a rigorous assessment of other high conservation value areas to be included in the reserve 
system within one year of election. 

Almost nine months have passed since the election and this has not been done.  The promise is yet to be kept.  
However, the year is not over.  There should be a moratorium on logging while the assessment is carried out.  In 
the past 25 years, the native forests have been subjected to unsustainable high-volume logging.  There have been, 
and continue to be, high levels of waste.  The log prices have been very low.  I have asked the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage to increase the price of logs.  Some sawmills have low recovery rates.  These factors 
have led to low employment rates. 

I support the motion and I am pleased that the Government has saved some areas of old-growth forest.  I remind 
the Government that it has not fulfilled its promise to the community and it should consider a moratorium on 
high conservation value areas.  I still receive telephone calls from people who see logging trucks leave the 
forests with trees that are 400, 500 or even 600 years old.  They want to know what is going on.  The 
Government promised to stop logging old-growth forests; yet, the forests are still being logged.  In her reply, the 
minister should give an indication of when the Government will meet its promise to complete a rigorous 
assessment of other high conservation value areas.  If it is not to be in the near future, will the Government give 
a guarantee to have a moratorium on areas identified by local community groups before the areas are clear-felled 
and devastated? 

MR BROWN (Bassendean - Minister for State Development) [5.47]:  The motion before the House calls in part 
for the Government to treat south west timber communities with fairness and compassion when restructuring the 
timber industry.  It is a sentiment we all share.  The member for Alfred Cove indicated that in her speech.  
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Whenever a restructuring of this nature occurs, great difficulties and anxieties are experienced by local 
communities.  Eight years ago, the Court Government closed the Midland railway workshops near my electorate, 
contrary to an election promise.  It resulted in 250 workers losing their jobs.  That created considerable concern.  
Some people who lost their jobs have never worked again.  I know some of them. 

Mr Masters:  It must be kept in perspective.  The closure cost 250 jobs but the Perth community has 1.5 million 
people.  We are talking about small timber communities where 50 jobs might be lost out of a total population of 
500 people. 

Mr BROWN:  Governments have a responsibility, particularly when closures result from a government decision 
rather than from market forces, to do what they can to alleviate dislocation.  About five months ago, Great 
Central Mines Ltd collapsed in Kalgoorlie.  It had a big impact on the local community and on small businesses, 
particularly suppliers and businesses owed money.  It was not a government decision; the Government did not 
influence that decision.  The Government has sought to assist small businesses in that community, but it does not 
have the same level of responsibility as it does to communities in the south west.   

We accept that.  The point I was making was that jobs are lost whenever dislocation occurs.  I accept that there 
are differences in rural and regional communities, but whether jobs are lost in Manjimup or Pemberton, or in the 
metropolitan area because of the closure of the Midland railway workshops, the privatisation of bus services, 
AlintaGas or the rail system, or the contracting out of work, they are lost because of dislocation.  The former 
Court Government contracted out the jobs of 10 000 public servants and other government employees between 
1993 and 1996.  That was a dislocation.  It was distressing for those people.  They considered their employment 
to be secure, particularly those in the government sector.  This Government does not intend to adopt the same 
philosophical attitude that was adopted during those years.  It has a different attitude.  That is why it has taken a 
different approach to the restructuring of the south west timber industry.   

The member for Warren-Blackwood has advocated strongly on behalf of the communities and constituents he 
represents.  I can tell him that the Government has been seriously looking at alternative industries and companies 
for the south west.  The dilemma the Government faces is that it currently has a list of companies that are 
considering relocating to the south west.  That list could be released to the public with the approval of the 
companies; however, whenever that sort of information is released, expectations are raised because people think 
X or Y company will relocate.  If those companies do not relocate, lots of questions are asked and community 
confidence is diminished.  Mr Speaker knows that.  I remember that during the previous Parliament Mr Speaker 
was concerned about the constant media releases put out by the then Minister for Resources Development which 
said that X, Y or Z project was going to happen.  All of a sudden the feeling in, say, Karratha lifted, but nothing 
eventuated.  Another project was announced with lots of glitter and a function.  Spirits in the community lifted, 
only for that project not to go ahead and for spirits to be dampened once again.  The point Mr Speaker made at 
that time was that the local community simply ended up not believing the media statements.  It was considered to 
be economic development by media statement.   

I have taken a different approach.  I know that a balance is required, but my intention is to not unduly raise 
expectations.  The officers in the Department of Industry and Technology have been working with a range of 
potential investors in the south west, but I do not want to raise expectations.  When I, the Minister for the 
Environment and Heritage or whomever has the pleasant task to announce that something will happen, the 
Government wants to be assured that it will happen.  Nothing is certain in life until it is nailed down, and I am 
conscious of the point made by Mr Speaker about raising expectations and then having them dashed.   

Mr Omodei:  I will be the first to congratulate you when you announce the first relocation. 

Mr BROWN:  I will take great delight in announcing it, not from a party political point of view but from a 
community point of view.   

Funding of $5 million has been made available.  The member for Warren-Blackwood came to the launch of that, 
which I appreciated.  That money is not for window-dressing.  The Government wants people to turn their minds 
to jobs and industry in the south west.  One thing that was discussed with us, and which the federal Government 
decided to pick up, was the Royal Life Saving Society call centre.  Discussions were held and officers from the 
Department of Industry and Technology thought it was a good project.  After meeting with the senior people, I 
instructed departmental officers to go away and make it happen, because at that stage it was to involve a 
combination of federal and state money.  As it was, the federal Government decided to put up all the money for 
the project, which was fine.  That was pleasing.  There was no hesitation on my part to sign off and provide 
money for a project that would create jobs in the area.   

The south west industry attraction package announced by the Government provides a range of opportunities for 
business.  It provides small grants for smaller businesses that might be looking to reposition themselves in other 
markets, as well as providing opportunities to access larger amounts of funding.  It is true that some of the 
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projects that have been considered for the south west were, on preliminary examination, beyond the financial 
capacity of the State.  The significant state contribution that would have been necessary to get those projects to 
fly was beyond the capacity of the State.  There are other projects.  I can almost reach out and touch one of those 
projects, but it is not with us yet.  My limited experience in the industry portfolio has shown me that it is a bit 
like looking at diamond rings in a jeweller’s window.  They are about eight inches away from you, but they 
might as well be 3 000 miles.  Sometimes they are so close that one thinks that the project will be landed, but all 
sorts of factors come into play and must be handled.  I am pleased that the officers in the department are 
continuing to liaise with prospective companies.  I would like to share that information, but I do not want to put 
the local communities on a roller-coaster ride of having expectations raised and then seeing them crash.   

The member for Vasse touched on the tourism industry.  There is opportunity to increase tourism.  Although it is 
true that there are good and high-paid jobs in the tourism industry, there are also casual and part-time jobs.  It 
depends on the nature of the work, seasonal conditions and so on.  The number of part-time and casual jobs has 
increased significantly in metropolitan, regional and rural areas.  A lot of young people, some of whom I know, 
are employed on a full-time basis, but only by having a collection of part-time jobs.  It is not something that 
those of us who have been around for a couple of years, like me, and to a lesser degree the member for Vasse -  

Mr Masters:  A nephew of mine did that for three years. 

Mr BROWN:  Yes.  It is one of the changing patterns of employment.  It is a different pattern from the 38 or 40-
hour-a-week job or whatever people are used to.  That change is occurring, for good or bad reasons, across a 
range of industries.  I am aware that the tourism sector has some good jobs, simply because people respond to 
good service.  If people enjoy a place, they are prepared to pay a premium for good service.   

I am conscious of the time.  I foreshadow that I will move an amendment to this motion, but I will not move it 
this evening.  That amendment will not seek to replace any words in the motion but to add to them.  That 
amendment will refer to the federal Government and the $15 million, as well as some other federal money.  I 
reserve the right to continue my remarks when this debate is resumed.  The Government has the responsibility to 
carry this issue through. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 
 


